Mostly development methods need to be adapted before they can be used in a specific development project. This is because each method can be applied to a series of paradigmatic problems, but, as a problem moves further away from the ideal, the effectiveness of each method gradually decreases.
Introduction
There are now a wide variety of software development methods and techniques (Bubenko, 1986) . Although it is chancy to generalize, most of these methods and techniques are considered to be general-purpose and, therefore, are specifically designed to operate in a wide range of domains and to deal with an ample variety of different problems (Glass and Vessey, 1995) .
For some years now, however, results have been published that contradict the supposed universality of development methods and techniques. Accordingly, the survey by (Hardy, Thompson and Edwards, 1995) , concerning the use of structured methods and techniques in
